
 

 

Dean Williams 

Counselor 

Kalles Junior High 

39.6 

Years of Service 

Dean completed his student teaching in 
Puyallup in 1980. He taught at Spinning 
and Pope, becoming a counselor at Kalles 
in 1986, where he has been since. Dean 
is looking forward to playing on the 
beach, volunteering at church, and being 
a first-time grandparent in October. Serv-
ant leadership was his focus during his 
40 years in the PSD.  
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Teresa Adams 

Office Professional 

Rogers High School 

24.8  

Years of Service 

Terri Adams has played a crucial role in 
helping students and families navigate the 
complex system of high school. As the 
Counseling Secretary, Terri was kind,   
gracious, supportive, and cared for every 
person who walked into her area. Ms. Ad-
ams has a warm and calm demeanor and 
she was brilliant at diffusing difficult situ-
ations. Her warmth and grace is irreplace-
able, and she will be dearly missed at  
Rogers High School. 

  

Rodman  

Widing 

Diesel Mechanic 

Transportation 

18.2 

Years of Service 

Rod Widing worked as a truck and bus me-
chanic at several locations prior to joining 
our team in 2002.  Rod worked for the dis-
trict for 18 years, mainly working at our 
South Hill location. Rod was always there 
to help drivers in need whether on the lot 
or on the road. Rod is an avid fisherman 
and once retired, he plans to fish even 
more and visit out of state family. Rod has 
been a great employee and will be missed. 

Congratulations Rod! 



 

 

Jeanine 

 Wernofsky 

Teacher 

Glacier View Junior 
High 

36.8 

Years of Service 

Jeanine is a very kind, sweet, passionate, 
thoughtful, and talented drama teacher. 
Working with a variety of students yearly, 
Mrs. Wernofsky is skilled with helping 
students break out of their shell while 
building self-confidence. An active mem-
ber of the Arts Department, Mrs. 
Wernofsky attended all concerts and 
plays supporting both students and her 
colleagues. Her commitment to drama 
and her students will be missed.  

 

 

Juanamaria  

Armenta 

Assistant  

Department Head 

Central Kitchen 

26.9 

Years of Service 

Maria Armenta began her 26 year career 

with the Food and Nutrition Services De-

partment at Ferrucci JH in 1993.  She 

then moved to Rogers HS, Sparks Stadi-

um and the District Central Kitchen.  Ma-

ria was an active participant in Cultural 

Awareness Day, sharing her love of cook-

ing authentic Mexican cuisine with the 

students at Emerald Ridge HS.  She will 

be most remembered by her FNS family 

for her dedication, hard work, kindness 

and generosity.  



  

Paula Bacon 

Teacher 

Waller Road Elem 

25.8 

Years of Service 

Paula’s complete 26-year teaching 

career began and is ending at Wal-

ler Road Elementary, which is in 

her own community where she 

lives and raised her family. She 

has remained passionate and com-

mitted to keeping traditions alive 

at Waller, which is near and dear 

to her heart. Paula’s dedication to 

student success will be missed! 

  

Marjorie  

Timm-Harrison 

Music Teacher 

Fruitland Elementary 

29.8 

Years of Service 

Marjorie Timm Harrison was hired in 

the Puyallup School District in 1990. 
She has worked at Hunt, Sunrise, 

Wildwood, Ridgecrest, Maple-
wood,  Stewart, and Fruitland as a 

music specialist.  Marjorie and her 
choir were the first elementary choir 

invited to perform in the History of 
Washington Music Educators confer-

ence in Yakima this past year. 



 

 

Jeff Sundstrom 

Utility Crew 

Maintenance 

26.1 

Years of Service 

Jeff worked in the Maintenance depart-
ment since 1993.  He worked on the Utili-
ty Crew his entire time with the Puyallup 
School District.  With his vast experience 
he was a great asset to the Utility Crew. 
Jeff could tell great stories about work 
and life in general.  He was well liked by 
his co-workers and we want to thank Jeff 
for his years of service in the district. We 
wish all the best to Jeff in his retire-

ment.   

 

 

Robin  

Blumenthal 

Music Teacher 

Kalles Junion High 

20.8 

Years of Service 

Robin has had 35 years of service, 

teaching Kindergarten through 12th 

grade. Robin’s in the Washington 

Music Educators Association Hall 

of Fame. She is a true champion 

for the performing arts and her joy 

of music and teaching is evident. 

She has served at Ridgecrest, Stew-

art, Karshner, Ferrucci, Emerald 

Ridge, and Kalles within the PSD.  



  

Janet Bosen 

Teacher 

Ferrucci JH 

20.4 

Years of Service 

I know that I’m not alone when I say 

that Janet Bosen is an incredible 

math teacher.  It’s astonishing when 

you ask her about her students’ pro-

gress and she can describe their level 

of performance in great detail.  She is 

one of the most intelligent, hard-

working, and dedicated teachers I 

have ever been around.  Janet will be 

greatly missed by the staff and stu-

dents.  Congratulations, Janet!  

 

 

Chris Stavig 

Office Manager 

Transportation 

13.2 

Years of Service 

Prior to joining Puyallup SD, Chis worked 
at Puget Sound National Bank and Pierce 
County Budget & Finance Dept. After tak-
ing a break from working to focus on her 
family, Chris started at PSD as a paraedu-
cator and then moved to Transportation. 
Chris has served the department well; it 
will be bittersweet to see her go.  Chris 
plans to spend more time with her family, 
friends, and grandchildren. Chris also en-
joys golfing, camping, traveling and riding 
her Harley.  Congratulations Chris and we 
wish you well! 



  

Lynnette Scheid 

Paraeducator 

Emerald Ridge High 
School 

31.6 

Years of Service 

Lynn has worked in education for 37 

years, the past 17 at Emerald Ridge. 

Besides her role as a paraeducator, 

other duties have included chaper-

one, scorekeeper, and cheer coach. 

Lynn and a colleague started the af-

ter-school tutoring program at Emer-

ald Ridge. Her love for her students 

shines through all her interactions. 

She will be missed immensely. 

 

 

Scott Bosen 

Teacher 

Stahl Junior High 

13.8  

Years of Service 

We are super excited for Scott and 

Janet and bummed for ourselves. 

We are losing a fantastic Depart-

ment Head and ALL-Around Lead-

er in our building. Scott is a wealth 

of knowledge not only in Science 

but in life. He was kind with his 

time and words and makes the 

best salsa in the school. Scott, 

thank you for being an outstand-

ing educator!  



  

Michael Brown 

Teacher 

Kalles Junior High 

29.8  

Years of Service 

Michael taught for 32 years, with his 

first teaching job being in Washing-

ton, D.C. He started as a substitute 

in Mercer Island and served at First 

Place, supporting homeless youth. 

Then Michael came to the PSD and 

served at Woodland, Firgrove, River-

side, Meeker, and finished his career 

at Kalles, joining the Tyee Team in 

2013.  

  

Tara Saxe 

Paraeducator 

Stahl Junior High 

6.7  

Years of Service 

Tara Saxe has served the Puyallup SD for 15 
years. She started as a substitute paraeduca-
tor working with all grade levels – but almost 
exclusively with special education students. 
She moved to Stahl in 2013 working in our 
EXCEL program. This is where her true gift 
and love of children shined brightest. She has 
always ensured that children in this class are 
in a class where they are loved, valued, and 
safe. This passion is evident to families as 
well, as they entrusted us with their most val-
ued possession and Tara helped create that 
environment every single day. 



 

 

Michael  

Rousseau 

Bus Driver 

PSD 

16.0 

Years of Service 

Mike Rousseau was hired as a regular 
bus driver in September 2004. Before 
coming to Puyallup, Mike was a truck 
driver and was a self-employed contrac-
tor. Once becoming a bus driver, he 
mainly worked out of the downtown oper-
ation as a Special Needs Driver. Mike was 
well liked by his students, families and 
staff. He has retired so that he can relax 
and enjoy life more.  
Congratulations, Mike! 

 

 

Deborah  

Devaney 

Teacher 

Puyallup High School 

35.8  

Years of Service 

Deborah has been a Resource Special Edu-
cation teacher for 39 years; 36 of them be-
ing at Puyallup High School.  Deborah be-
lieves that the success of her students de-
pends upon their commitment, her com-
mitment, and the relationship/rapport that 
they build together.  She is looking forward 
to spending time with family, being a 
grandma, camping, gardening, shopping, 
and hopefully her new hobby, relaxing. 



  

Judy Dogeagle 

Teacher 

Puyallup High School 

32.2 

Years of Service 

Judy grew up in Puyallup, graduated from 

PHS in 1969, and has four generations of 

PHS grads in her family.  Judy has taught 

Basic English and Math, Study Skills, and 

Job Readiness as a replacement credit for 

American Studies, Civics, and CWP; the his-

tory classes being her favorites.  Judy was 

honored with the Washington State Christa 

McAuliffe Excellence in Education Award in 

1994.  The annual Alumni Assembly is one 

of her favorite memories of her years at PHS. 

  

Wanda Roberts 

Office Professional 

Puyallup Special 
Services 

15.2 

Years of Service 

Wanda began her career with the Puyallup 

SD in 2004 and has been part of the Special 

Services family. She retired earlier this year 

and we have missed her warmth, kindness 

and giving personality. Wanda was always  

willing to jump in and support anyway she 

could. Her work was key in supporting our 

families.  We appreciate all her years of ded-

ication to our district and wish her all the 

best in her new adventures hanging with 

her husband Jim.  



 

 

Jill Richardson 

Speech/Language 
Pathologist 

PSS 

32.8 

Years of Service 

Jill is completing her career as a Speech-

Language Pathologist at PSD, where her ca-

reer started 32 year ago!  Jill’s kindness and 

skills have helped many students and staff.  

Jill knew when she started in the district 

she wanted Special Services to be her home.  

Jill looks forward to time with her husband 

and family, more golf, time at Hood Canal 

and RV trips. Jill will be greatly missed but 

her impact on staff and students will be 

fondly remembered and appreciated! 

 

 

Frank Eshpeter 

Assistant Director 

Construction Mgmt 

Facilities 

5.5  

Years of Service 

Frank came to the Puyallup SD from the 
Highline SD where he worked for over 20 
years as Director of Construction.  He 
worked for close to 40 years in the world 
of construction before he came to 
Puyallup SD in 2014 and served as an As-
sistant Director of Construction. Frank 
has managed and completed hundreds of 
small capital projects for the district.  His 
personality, humor, and ability to serve 
with a big heart made him “one of a kind”! 
He was well liked by his co-workers and 
we want to thank Frank for his years of 
service in the district. We wish all the best 
to him in his retirement.   



  

Sue Field 

Teacher 

Meeker Elementary 

39.8  

Years of Service 

After 40 years at Meeker, Sue Field has 

been an incredible educator for GENERA-

TIONS of students.  Mrs. Field taught not 

only with great skill, but with kind-

ness.  Her ability to connect with her stu-

dents, families and staff have created gen-

erations of kind, giving, caring people. We 

will miss her here at Meeker; she has had 

an impact that will last a lifetime for many 

people.  Thank you Sue.  

  

Donald Pounder 

Lawn Crew Lead 

Maintenance 

26.0 

Years of Service 

Don has worked in the Maintenance de-
partment since 1994. During his career 
Don worked mainly in the grounds de-
partment.  He did work in custodial and 
the Utility Crew after the conclusion of 
the lawn crew season. Don had a great 
sense of humor and could tell great sto-
ries. He was well liked by his co-workers 
and we thank Don for his years of ser-
vice in the district. We wish all the best 
to Don on a great retirement.   



  

Hoan Pham 

Custodian 

Operations 

31.5  

Years of Service 

Hoan has served the Puyallup School Dis-
trict exceptionally well as a custodian for 
over 31 years with a quiet energy and 
dedication to his job. He has been a great 
team player who could be counted on to 
maintain safe and clean learning environ-
ments for staff instruction and student 
learning to excel.  We have appreciated all 
that Hoan has done over the three dec-
ades and wish him well into retire-

ment.  He will be missed. 

 

 

William Fox 

Teacher 

PODS/POA 

14.5 

Years of Service 

Bill Fox finished his PSD teaching ca-

reer at Puyallup Digital Learning.  He 

brought his love for seeing students un-

derstand history to an online world of 

caring for individual students in unique 

ways. He also brought his quit wit and 

passion for Seahawks, UW, fast food, 

and everything outdoors. We will miss 

Bill and wish him all the best in his   

adventures ahead! 



 

 

Carri Gervais 

CTE Teacher 

Kalles Junior High 

36.8  

Years of Service 

Carri has given 37 years of positive 

service, all in the PSD. She was the 
catalyst for several programs 

brought to the world of Family & 
Consumer Science via her grant 

writing efforts. Both of Carri’s par-
ents taught in Puyallup as well. 

She served at Ferrucci and Kalles, 

and she is a proud WSU Cougar.  

 

 

Julie Petorak 

Paraeducator 

Wildwood Elementary 

24.6 

Years of Service 

Julie has been a dedicated para-

educator serving students in 
Puyallup for many years, most re-

cently in the libraries at both Sun-
rise and Wildwood. Julie has had an 

exceptional career and has proudly 
served thousands of students over 

the years. We appreciate her service 

and she will be greatly missed. 



  

Jennifer Oliver 

Librarian 

Edgerton Elementary 

20.3 

Years of Service 

Jennifer Oliver has enjoyed 29 won-

derful years in education. She started 
her career in Camas, Washington as a 

Home and Family Life teacher. In 
1990, Jen came to Puyallup, eventual-

ly spending 17 years at Brouillet as 
the librarian. She also worked at 

Stahl and Ferrucci. She has spent the 
last 10 years as the librarian at 

Edgerton. Jennifer will be very busy in 
retirement. This year alone, Jen is ex-

pecting four new grandchildren! 

Thanks Jen! 

  

Brian Gibson 

Science Teacher 

Stahl Junior High 

26.8 

Years of Service 

Brian Gibson has a long legacy at 

Stahl Junior High. He has been a 

fantastic educator whether it was So-

cial Studies or Science. He is a mas-

ter storyteller and used that skill dai-

ly to make lessons come alive. He al-

so supported our staff and students 

as support personnel for every athlet-

ic event that has happened over the 

last several decades.  



 

 

Christopher 

Gillis 
Application Analyst 

EdTech 

14.1 

Years of Service 

Chris joined Puyallup SD in 2006 in the spe-

cial education office. Previously, Chris 

worked with the Dept of Fish and Wildlife 

and served in the US Air Force for 22 years. 

He has been a key member of our depart-

ment by assisting our staff with the use of 

our online software. He is thoughtful, kind 

and highly knowledgeable. Our department 

has leaned on his expertise and will miss 

him. He is hoping to spend more time with 

family and travel when all is safe to do so.  

 

 

Kathy Nelson 

Paraeducator 

Meeker Elementary 

20.3 

Years of Service 

Kathy Nelson has worked in the Meeker 
support center classroom for many 
years.  If you saw her with those kids, you 
would see her incredible heart, kindness 
and dedication.  Each child knows they 
are loved and safe with Kathy.  She has 
been a great team member at Meeker and 
gives her time selflessly to help with pro-
jects and celebrations.  Kathy doesn’t like 
the spotlight, but we want to put her 
there now and wish her the very happiest 

of retirements.   Congrats!! 



  

Tonie  

Montgomery 

Custodian 

Operations 

4.0 

Years of Service 

Tonie has worked for the district for four 
years working her way to custodian for Edge-
mont JH.  She has enjoyed her time in 
Puyallup, supporting students and staff…
always with the goal of creating and main-
taining a pleasant building environment.  We 
are going to miss her and her gentle, positive 
spirit. Tonie is looking forward to spending 
more time with her children and grandchil-
dren, travel and enjoying music. 

  

Coralie  

Gustafson 

Teacher 

Sunrise Elementary 

39.8 

Years of Service 

There is no finer thing than to watch an ex-
traordinary educator impact the learning of 
her students, our staff and our families. 
She radiates a love for learning, Coralie’s 
positivity and encouragement spark smiles 
and confidence in students throughout the 
entire school. Corky brings music to Sun-
rise and has helped build a community of 
spirit, pride, and love with staff, students 
and families that will live on for years to 
come. She leaves a legacy in the thousands 
of students she has inspired through mu-
sic. Thank you Corky for shining brightly! 



 

 

Heidi Hall 

Teacher/Librarian 

Rogers High School 

34.8 

Years of Service 

Heidi Hall spent countless hours instruct-
ing students and staff at Rogers HS. She 
is a true educator who was instrumental 
in the evolution of the role of the librarian. 
Ms. Hall is the true definition of a selfless 
servant. Her work as Key Club Advisor 
was vital to student growth and develop-
ment of the students she taught and was 
essential to the services her club provided 
to the community. I cannot thank Heidi 
enough for her love and dedication to the 

RHS community. 

 

 

Bradley Mirk 

Teacher 

Emerald Ridge High 
School 

14.8 

Years of Service 

Brad’s dedication to students as a 

teacher, coach, and positive role 

model is rivaled only by his com-

mitment to professionalism, high 

standards, and ensuring students 

left his classroom as the best ver-

sion of themselves. As a colleague, 

Mr. Mirk was a total team player 

and member of the renowned Fab 

Five.  



  

Cathy  

McDaniel 

Director of  

Transportation 

21.2 

Years of Service 

Cathy McDaniel, Director of Transportation, 

has been a calm, classy and professional 
presence in Puyallup SD for the past 21 
years. Cathy had a very successful career in 
the US Air Force earning her Master’s degree 
and held several important positions includ-
ing four years at the Pentagon.  She joined 
Puyallup in 1999 as Director of Purchasing 
for 10 years and then held the Director of 
Transportation position for the past 10+ 
years.      
We will miss Cathy greatly and wish her a re-
laxing, enjoyable and well-deserved retire-
ment.     Go have fun Cathy! 

  

Dana Harris 

Director of Instruc-
tional Leadership 

ESC 

22.9 

Years of Service 

Dr. Dana Harris' career can be best described 
as a journey of servant leadership. Her efforts 
have focused 100 percent on improving 
teaching and learning to benefit all students. 
Dana began her tenure as a school principal 
at Wildwood, Brouillet, and Ridgecrest Ele-
mentary Schools. Dana has spent the last six 
years as a Director of Instructional Leader-
ship.  Dana's expertise, knowledge, generosi-
ty, kindness, creativity, and positive attitude 
will be greatly missed. She plans to enjoy her 
garden, and spend time with her family, es-
pecially her grandchildren.   



 

 

Helen Iafrati 

Teacher 

Woodland Elementary 

35.3 

Years of Service 

Helen Iafrati has dedicated 35 years in 
service to the Puyallup School District;  
30 of those years at Woodland Elemen-
tary.  The decision to retire was difficult 
for Helen because teaching is part of 
her soul.  Woodland will feel a huge loss 
next year, but we are confident that 
Helen will never be too far away from 
the staff and students she loved and 

served.    

 

 

Nancy  

Mathieson 

Technology Library 
Assistant 

Kalles Junior High 

35.8 

Years of Service 

Nancy has worked as the Library As-

sistant and Technology Library 

Paraeducator at Kalles for five years. 

Nancy started working in libraries in 

1976 in Oregon and has been sup-

porting readers for nearly 40 years. 

She attended Highline Community 

College and recently advanced her 

skills in technology and supported 

the KJH 1:1 device deployment.  



  

Jami Malyon 

Teacher 

Emerald Ridge High 
School 

26.1 

Years of Service 

Jami’s illustrious teaching career at 

Rogers and Emerald Ridge is best 

represented in the way she taught 

students to use the arts as a way of 

expressing their true selves. The an-

nual art display that Ms. Malyon    

organized was not only a celebration 

of student work, but also of human 

connection.  

  

Stephen Kearns 

Bus Driver 

PSD 

6.1  

Years of Service 

Prior to joining the Puyallup SD Transpor-
tation team, Steve retired from Boeing as 
a machinist. He joined our team in No-
vember 2013 as a substitute driver and 
bacame a regular driver in September 
2014.  Steve was very devoted to his stu-
dents and diligently worked to establish 
good relationships with them. Currently, 
Steve is waiting for his other half to retiree 
so they can find their retirement destina-
tion. We wish Steve the very best and con-

gratulations on your retirement! 



 

 

Linda Keogh 

Bus Driver 

PSD 

25.5 

Years of Service 

Linda Keough joined Transportation as a 
bus driver in February 1996. After a ca-
reer in retail, she came to Puyallup School 
District as a sub driver in 1994 and be-
came a bus driver in 1996. She was main-
ly a Special Needs Driver out of our down-
town location. Linda was wonderful with 
her students and she cared very much 
about them. She is retiring to enjoy her 
grandkids and her family.  Linda was a 

pleasure to work with.  Congratulations! 

 

 

Dean Lawson 

Interpeter/Tutor 

Zeiger Elementary 

12.8 

Years of Service 

Dean Lawson has worked for the dis-

trict as an Interpreter Tutor for 

13 years, starting at Ballou and the 

last eight years at Zeiger. He has been a 

strong team player and a caring advo-

cate for students! He is looking forward 

to subbing and Mariners’ Wednesday 

day games! He will be missed greatly! 



  

Laurie Laramie 

Teacher 

Ridgecrest Elementary 

15.8 

Years of Service 

Laurie Laramie is leaving the teaching 

profession after 31 years of service; 

teaching music, kindergarten, third 

grade; the last fifteen years teaching first 

grade at Ridgecrest. She earned the Na-

tional Board Certificate and has served 

on several district and building commit-

tees. Laurie’s positive attitude, profes-

sionalism, and encouragement makes her 

an exemplary educator who will be sorely 

missed by countless students, staff, and 

parent community.  

 

 

Marnita Kitts 

Paraeducator 

Kalles Junior High 

30.8 

Years of Service 

Marnita worked at Kalles for 30 

years. She has had many roles as a 
paraeducator, but highlights sup-

porting students in math as her fa-
vorite. She loves building relation-

ships with students and seeing them 
succeed. A PHS grad and married to 

her husband Dennis for 48 years, 
she is looking forward to more time 

in Arizona. 



  

Ronald Kitts 

Bus Driver 

PSD 

9.2 

Years of Service 

Ron Kitts was a bus driver for Puyallup for 
seven years. Ron started with the district 
as a teacher at Aylen Junior High.  In 
2012, Ron made the switch to become a 
bus driver where he drove a Special Needs 
bus and enjoyed working with his stu-
dents. The students’ safety and well-being 
were always his primary focus.  Ron retired 
and moved to Arizona to enjoy the warm 
weather.   
Congratulations Ron! 

 

 

Billie Lynn  

Lane 

Teacher 

Kalles Junior High 

21.8 

Years of Service 

Billie taught for 25 years, leaving a  civil-

service career for teaching. She taught 

two years in Franklin Pierce and the last 

23 years at Kalles, all proudly in the same 

portable. Billie’s huge heart is spotlighted 

in her role as the Kalles JH Diversity Club 

advisor and leading the MLK, Jr. assem-

bly and march.  


